
JUSTICE (RETD.) SHRI JAGDISH SINGH KHEHAR

 Justice (Retd.) Shri Jagdish Singh Khehar, former Chief Justice of India is one of the most 
distinguished  of India. jurists

2. Born on 28  August, 1952, as a citizen of Kenya, Justice Khehar migrated to India with his th

parents in 1965 and obtained Indian nationality. He obtained his B.A. LL.B. degree in 1977 and the LL.M. 
degree in 1979, from the Panjab University, Chandigarh. The Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana enrolled 
him as an Advocate, in 1979. During the course of his practice, he was appointed as Additional Advocate 
General by the State of Punjab, and as Senior Standing Counsel by the Union Territory of Chandigarh, in 
1992. He was designated as Senior Advocate, by the Punjab and Haryana High Court, in 1995.

3. Justice Khehar was elevated to the Bench of the Punjab and Haryana High Court, in 1999. He was 
first appointed as Chief Justice of the High Court of Uttarakhand, and then as Chief Justice of the High 
Court of Karnataka, in 2009 and 2010 respectively. He was appointed as a Judge of the Supreme Court of 
India, on September 13, 2011, and was sworn-in as the 44  Chief Justice of India, on January 4, 2017.th

4. As a judge of the Supreme Court of India, Justice Khehar delivered a number of landmark 
judgments, in different areas and subjects of law. He also authored a number of Constitution Bench 
judgments. He co-authored the judgment in a Presidential Reference, under Article 143(1) of the 
Constitution, wherein, he held that no part of the natural resources of the country, could be dissipated, 
as a matter of largess, charity, donation or endowment, for private exploitation. In Madras Bar 
Association vs. UOI, he declared the National Tax Tribunal Act, 2005, as unconstitutional. In Supreme 
Court Advocates-on-Record Association vs. UOI, he co-authored the majority judgment, wherein, the 
National Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014, was declared as unconstitutional and void. He 
co-authored the judgment in Nabam Rebia vs. Dy. Speaker Arunachal Pradesh Legislature Assembly, 
wherein, he laid down the limits of the powers of Governors. In Re: Hon'ble Shri Justice C.S. Karnan, he 
authored the judgment convicting a sitting High Court Judge, to six months imprisonment, for having 
committed criminal contempt. In Shayara Bano vs. UOI, he co-authored the judgment, delivered by a 
multi-faith bench, in which the majority opinion set aside the practice of divorce by 'triple talaq', 
prevalent amongst Muslims in India.

5. Justice Khehar also delivered lectures on different facets of the Indian judiciary, in Europe and in 
China, where he represented the Supreme Court of India. In March 2018, after he demitted his office as 
Chief Justice of India, he was invited by the University of Birmingham, as a key-note speaker. He was also 
invited by the Federal Constitution Court of Germany, to be a part of a delegation of Supreme Court 
judges, for an exchange of ideas programme, on current issues of mutual interest, which he attended in 
June 2018. He was also invited to Belgium, to participate in a conference on the theme, 'Debating Ethics: 
Dignity and Respect in Data Driven Life', in the prestigious Hemicycle of the European Parliament, which 
he addressed in October 2018.

6. Justice Khehar has been honoured by many organizations. The Panjab University, Chandigarh, 
conferred a degree of Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) on Justice Khehar, at its 66  convocation, held in th

March 2017. The Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, also conferred a degree of Doctor of Laws 
(honoris causa), on Justice Khehar, at its 44  convocation, held in May 2018.th
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U;k;ewÆr Jh txnh'k Çlg dsgj ¼lsokfuo`Ùk½ 

 U ¼lsokfuoÙ̀k½ ;k;ewÆr Jh txnh'k Çlg dsgj Hkkjr ds iwoZ eq[; U;k;kèkh'k vkSj Hkkjr ds lcls çfrf"Br U;k;fonks esa ls 
,d gSaA

2-  28 vxLr] 1952 dks dsU;k ds ukxfjd ds :i esa tUes] U;k;ewÆr dsgj 1965 esa vius ekrk&firk ds lkFk Hkkjr vk x, 
vkSj Hkkjrh; ukxfjdrk çkIr dhA mUgksaus iatkc foÜofo|ky;] paMhx<+ ls 1977 esa ch, ,y,ych dh fMxzh vkSj 1979 esa 
,y,y,e dh fMxzh çkIr dhA iatkc vkSj gfj;k.kk ckj dkmafly us 1979 esa mUgsa ,d odhy dk ntkZ fn;kA viuh çSfDVl ds 
nkSjku] mUgsa iatkc jkT; }kjk vfrfjä egkfèkoäk vkSj 1992 esa paMhx<+ la?k jkT; {ks= }kjk ofj"B LFkk;h odhy fu;qä fd;k 
x;kA 1995 esa iatkc vkSj gfj;k.kk mPp U;k;ky; us mUgsa ofj"B vfèkoäk dk in lkSaikA

3-  1999 esa U;k;ewÆr dsgj dks inksUur djrs gq, iatkc vkSj gfj;k.kk mPp U;k;ky; dh csap esa 'kkfey fd;k x;kA mUgsa 
2009 vkSj 2010 esa Øe'k% igys mÙkjk[kaM mPp U;k;ky; ds eq[; U;k;kèkh'k vkSj fQj dukZVd mPp U;k;ky; ds eq[; 
U;k;kèkh'k ds :i esa fu;qDr fd;k x;kA 13 flracj] 2011 dks og Hkkjr ds mPpre U;k;ky; ds U;k;kèkh'k ds :i esa fu;qä gq,] 
vkSj 4 tuojh] 2017 dks mUgsa Hkkjr ds 44 osa eq[; U;k;kèkh'k ds :i esa 'kiFk fnykÃ xÃ Fkh A

4-  Hkkjr ds mPpre U;k;ky; ds U;k;kèkh'k ds :i esa] U;k;ewÆr dsgj us dkuwu ds fofHkUu {ks=ksa vkSj fo"k;ksa esa dÃ 
,sfrgkfld fu.kZ; lquk,A mUgksaus lafoèkku ihB ds dÃ fu.kZ;ksa dks Hkh fy[kk gSA mUgksaus lafoèkku ds vuqPNsn 143¼1½ ds rgr 
jk"Vªifr lanHkZ esa fu.kZ; dk lg&ys[ku fd;k] ftlesa mUgksaus dgk fd ns'k ds çk—frd lalkèkuksa dk dksÃ Hkh fgLlk futh nksgu 
ds fy, migkj] pSfjVh] Mksus'ku ;k nku ds :i esa u"V ugÈ fd;k tk ldrkA eækl ckj ,lksfl,'ku cuke Hkkjr la?k esa] mUgksaus 
jk"Vªh; dj U;k;kfèkdj.k vfèkfu;e] 2005 dks vlaoSèkkfud ?kksf"kr fd;kA lqçhe dksVZ ,MoksdsV~l&v‚u&fjd‚MZ ,lksfl,'ku 
cuke Hkkjr la?k esa] mUgksaus cgqer ds QSlys dk lg&ys[ku fd;k] ftlesa jk"Vªh; U;kf;d fu;qfä vk;ksx vfèkfu;e] 2014 dks 
vlaoSèkkfud vkSj jí ?kksf"kr fd;k x;kA mUgksaus ucke jsfc;k cuke mikè;{k] v#.kkpy çns'k foèkku lHkk ekeys esa fu.kZ; dk 
lg&ys[ku fd;k] ftlesa mUgksaus jkT;ikyksa dh 'kfä;ksa dh lhek,a fuèkkZfjr dÈA mUgksaus U;k;ewÆr lh-,l- d.kZu ds ekeys esa] 
mPp U;k;ky; ds ,d dk;Zjr U;k;kèkh'k dks vkijkfèkd voekuuk ds fy, Ng eghus ds dkjkokl dh ltk lqukrs gq, fu.kZ; 
lquk;kA 'kk;jk ckuks cuke Hkkjr la?k ekeys esa] mUgksaus cgq&èkeZ ihB }kjk fn, x, fu.kZ; dk lg&ys[ku fd;k] ftlesa cgqer 
dh jk; us Hkkjr ds eqlyekuksa ds chp çpfyr *rhu rykd* }kjk rykd dh çFkk dks [kkfjt dj fn;kA

5-  U;k;ewÆr dsgj us ;wjksi vkSj phu esa Hkkjrh; U;k;ikfydk ds fofHkUu igyqvksa ij O;k[;ku Hkh fn,] tgka mUgksaus Hkkjr 
ds mPpre U;k;ky; dk çfrfufèkRo fd;kA ekpZ 2018 esa] Hkkjr ds eq[; U;k;kèkh'k ds :i esa viuk in NksM+us ds ckn] mUgsa 
cÉe?ke foÜofo|ky; }kjk eq[; oäk ds :i esa vkeaf=r fd;k x;kA mUgsa teZuh ds la?kh; lafoèkku U;k;ky; }kjk Hkh vkilh 
fgr ds ekStwnk eqíksa ij fopkjksa ds vknku&çnku ds fy, mPpre U;k;ky; ds U;k;kèkh'kksa ds çfrfufèkeaMy dk fgLlk cuus ds 
fy, vkeaf=r fd;k x;k Fkk] ftlesa mUgksaus twu 2018 esa Hkkx fy;kA mUgsa *fMcsÇVx ,fFkDl% fMfXuVh ,aM fjLisDV bu MsVk fMªosu 
ykbQ* fo"k; ij ;wjksih; laln ds çfrf"Br gsehlkbdy esa ,d lEesyu esa Hkkx ysus ds fy, csfYt;e esa Hkh vkeaf=r fd;k x;k 
Fkk] ftls mUgksaus vDVwcj 2018 esa lacksfèkr fd;kA 

6  -  U;k;ewÆr dsgj dks dÃ laxBuksa }kjk lEekfur fd;k x;k gSA iatkc foÜofo|ky;] paMhx<+ us ekpZ 2017 esa vk;ksftr vius 
66osa nh{kkar lekjksg esa U;k;ewÆr dsgj dks M‚DVj v‚Q y‚t+ ¼ekun½ dh mikfèk çnku dhA xq# ukud nso foÜofo|ky;] vèrlj us Hkh 
eÃ 2018 esa vk;ksftr vius 44 osa nh{kkar lekjksg esa U;k;ewÆr dsgj dks M‚DVj v‚Q y‚t ¼ekun½ dh mikfèk çnku dhA 

in~e foHkw”k.k


