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JUSTICE (RETD.) SHRI JAGDISH SINGH KHEHAR

Justice (Retd.) Shri Jagdish Singh Khehar, former Chief Justice of India is one of the most
distinguished jurists of India.

2. Born on 28" August, 1952, as a citizen of Kenya, Justice Khehar migrated to India with his
parents in 1965 and obtained Indian nationality. He obtained his B.A. LL.B. degree in 1977 and the LL.M.
degree in 1979, from the Panjab University, Chandigarh. The Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana enrolled
him as an Advocate, in 1979. During the course of his practice, he was appointed as Additional Advocate
General by the State of Punjab, and as Senior Standing Counsel by the Union Territory of Chandigarh, in
1992. He was designated as Senior Advocate, by the Punjab and Haryana High Court, in 1995.

3. Justice Khehar was elevated to the Bench of the Punjab and Haryana High Court, in 1999. He was
first appointed as Chief Justice of the High Court of Uttarakhand, and then as Chief Justice of the High
Court of Karnataka, in 2009 and 2010 respectively. He was appointed as a Judge of the Supreme Court of
India, on September 13,2011, and was sworn-in as the 44" Chief Justice of India, on January 4, 2017.

4. As a judge of the Supreme Court of India, Justice Khehar delivered a number of landmark
judgments, in different areas and subjects of law. He also authored a number of Constitution Bench
judgments. He co-authored the judgment in a Presidential Reference, under Article 143(1) of the
Constitution, wherein, he held that no part of the natural resources of the country, could be dissipated,
as a matter of largess, charity, donation or endowment, for private exploitation. In Madras Bar
Association vs. UOI, he declared the National Tax Tribunal Act, 2005, as unconstitutional. In Supreme
Court Advocates-on-Record Association vs. UOI, he co-authored the majority judgment, wherein, the
National Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014, was declared as unconstitutional and void. He
co-authored the judgment in Nabam Rebia vs. Dy. Speaker Arunachal Pradesh Legislature Assembly,
wherein, he laid down the limits of the powers of Governors. In Re: Hon'ble Shri Justice C.S. Karnan, he
authored the judgment convicting a sitting High Court Judge, to six months imprisonment, for having
committed criminal contempt. In Shayara Bano vs. UOI, he co-authored the judgment, delivered by a
multi-faith bench, in which the majority opinion set aside the practice of divorce by 'triple talaq’,
prevalent amongst Muslims in India.

S. Justice Khehar also delivered lectures on different facets of the Indian judiciary, in Europe and in
China, where he represented the Supreme Court of India. In March 2018, after he demitted his office as
Chief Justice of India, he was invited by the University of Birmingham, as a key-note speaker. He was also
invited by the Federal Constitution Court of Germany, to be a part of a delegation of Supreme Court
judges, for an exchange of ideas programme, on current issues of mutual interest, which he attended in
June 2018. He was also invited to Belgium, to participate in a conference on the theme, 'Debating Ethics:
Dignity and Respect in Data Driven Life', in the prestigious Hemicycle of the European Parliament, which
he addressed in October 2018.

6. Justice Khehar has been honoured by many organizations. The Panjab University, Chandigarh,
conferred a degree of Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) on Justice Khehar, at its 66" convocation, held in
March 2017. The Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, also conferred a degree of Doctor of Laws
(honoris causa), on Justice Khehar, at its 44" convocation, held in May 2018.
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2. 28 IR, 1952 BT AT & ANTRD & ®Y H STH, R DHER 1965 H U ATT—IUAT & A1 ARG AT TY
IR YRARI ANTREGAT W1 & | S84 gord faafdemery, d<sime | 1977 § U Tavadl & f$ifY ofik 1979 &
TATAUH P ST U1 o1 | T iR RATOM IR BRIt 7 1979 H BT U TdbIel BT Gofl [T | 379+ Hfdeq &
SR, I UG T §RT ARTRTD FATeahT 3R 1992 H TASHTE HE Y &3 §RT IR W adbidl g b
AT | 1995 H GOTTE 3R BRATUM Soa ATATAT + S5 RS AfEa=hT BT Ig | |

3. 1999 H IR HER B T&I~Id DR 8¢ UolTd 3R BRATIN S AT B 741 H ATHA fpam 771 | I8
2009 3R 2010 H HHAT: Uel SIRIES Iod AT S A IR AR R Helcd Ioa ST & A
JATETeT & wU H e foar T | 13 AR, 2011 ®1 98 9RA & Saqd AT & IR & W0 4 g7 8¢,
3R 4 SIERT, 2017 BT I8 WR b 44 J L I & WU H 90 fIATS s off |

4, IRA & Ieac¥ AT & AR & HU H, IRFA D8 o B & (9= a3l iR qual 4 a3
UfereTie Ao gAe | SeiF <ifdere s & o Aol @1 ot forar © | S |fdus & sigees 143(1) & d8d
ey ey H 107y o1 e—et fobar, foas S8l @el fob <31 & Ui Garesi ol Big 41 fewd f+roll are
% oy SUBR, AREY, S AT T & BY H T I fhar S FebdT | F5TH IR TAIRTIRA F919 HRA A H, IBi
TSR FHR TSR] TAFH, 2005 BT SRFALT b BINT fhar | GIH B TsArbca—AT—ReIs TAMRITeH
FH R H, I8 TGAT D bl DI Ae—ol@ b, e iy =a1fies FgfRh ST ez, 2014 1
IFIYTD 3R & AT BT T | ST T ATAT 979 U, IB0Tad T el [Aem= a1 /rvet # Hoig &
Ae—ola foan, T =i Taurell @l wieal & WG FeiRa @f | S =FREfd W04, S04 & M ¥,
Jed AR & Yeb HRING AT Dl ORI ATH B [T B HEIH & DRI Bl Fofl AR 8¢ o
I | TRRT 991 9919 YR |9 A1l H, I=i+ 9g—H U8 gRT {17 i &1 He—era+ foar, i+ agad
DI I A IRA & GHAA! D 14 Faferd T Tl §IRT TolTdh DI U1 B TR B 347 |

5. RIEFfT Be% =1 IR AR I § IRA FRIUTIdT & fafi= vggsil W @™ i iy, S8l S=iF wRa
% ITAqH TS BT IR 6 | 71 2018 H, MRA & J& <A & ®U H (U1 IS Bl & 918, I
Ififem fJ=afdenera gRT 4% 9T & ®U § T fBa1 7 | I8 S & G iU <Iramery gIRT 41 1oy
fed & HigeT gel R faeaRl & JArer—yer & U Sedqq =Ardred & [l & JfiEHsd & 231 994 &
forg S o T o, [T S8 91 2018 # 9T foram | S8 ' feafeT vfdra: feff=d v Revae 571 sar fgad
AEH’ AT W IR FEE & UfAfed eHNaEdd H Udh G H R o & foft dfesrad # A et foar Tan
o7, ST I 1M 31 2018 H HIfSIT fohaT |

6. =THe] BER DI D WS §IRT HH b1 T & | IS fa=afdererd, =g = arel 2017 ¥ SRS 370+
66 ST AR ¥ =ITIH[T Bex DI SIde JA1h Al (AIS) Bl UMY T B | T[S e <d [d=afdernerd, sFaeR 1 91
HS 2018 ¥ ST 37U 44 I &I AARIE H AR Bbex Bl Slaes IAMh dlfol (AFS) DT SUTE TG & |
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